The binding of organic ions to phospholipid bilayers.
The binding of organic anions and cations, mainly tetraphenylboride and tetraphenylarsonium, to phospholipid membranes has been studied using an NMR method. Binding is appreciable and is affected by cholesterol in the membrane and counterions in solution. The passage of the organic anions through the membrane has also been followed. These measurements indicate that it is naive to use organic anions to measure membrane potentials in a simple manner.